WOMEN IN INDIA
THROUGH TH AGES - A GLANCE

I ditos
Smt. N. SIVAPARVATHI



Role of Women in Grama Panchayat Politics

K. Prabhudne
INTRODUCTION

Women in India have played greater robe in our social life and in our
history. Women “s role in the political process has remainesd unchanged since
independence.(Document on women s Development. | 983 JPolitical participation
of women has been [imited dhie 1o varkous reasons, such aa caste religion, feudal
ottitude and Mamily statvs. Even the reservation under the 737 Constitutional
Amendment At it has been difficult 1o mobilize enough women candidates dus
1o the Jack swareness among them. 11 is necessary (o create a positive and healthy
socto-politheal condition to participate of women actively and effectively in the
village panchayat. The position of women in politics has always been very low.
Rarriers o womens political participation exist throughowt the world, and Im?in
15 B0 exceptron. The Government had declared 2001as the year of women's
cmpowerment by adapting a national policy to offer" Swasathi® (0 women.

Seversl laws have also been in cooperated 1o empower women socially,
acomamically, legally and politcally,

The gender aquality is enshrined in the Indian constitution in its preambic,
fundamental rights, fundamental duties and directive principals of state policy.
The empowerment of 1s the central issue since the Fifth Five Year pland 1974-
") The national commission for women was set ug in 1990 10 protest the rights
and legal entitlements of women. The 73¥ Amendment of the censtitution in
1983 have given for reservation of seats in the locu] bodies of panchayats a
Chande for woamen 10 partipate in decision-makin g the gross-root level, The
Gire peed today s 10 remove the disparity between wamen's Sormal political
squshimy and thew meaningiul exercise of political power.,

The 737 constitutional Amendment Act has beer major skeps in the
crrection of decentralized governance in rural India. The Act has added @ new
part -1 X 1o the constitution of India. It 15 entitted as the Panckayzl and consists
af pronasians from Articles 243-2430 .1n addition: the act has also added s new
eieventh Schedule ta the constitution. This Schedule containg 29 fuddamenial
aems of the panchayats. Under the Andara Pradesh panchavat rap Act 1994 the
Sre panchavas 1) svelem was constiluted. Thac three tiresare CGrama panchavat.
Mandzl pareshat and 2:015 parishot. Andhra Pradesh took the bold step of

Tostry iz e = == i - I - ™ “11 & T
PESCTN LE SH pereent of the ranchayat seats lor women and held eiection under
e 1o

® Eratzenentn August 200 3 Presently the elected women in the Grma
PERCYatel are mere than S0 nerceny.
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“Role of Women Self Help Groups on
Poverty Alleviation and Empowerment of
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Abstract
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Women'’s participation in politics has been an issue of discussion in
recent years. The dominance of caste, culture and patriarchy has
resulted in ignorance among women about public life. The process of
womens participation in local governance is in the transitory stage and
needs to be carefully scurried to bring about an improvement in the
better participation of women in rural politics. The leadership of
women at grassroots democracy level still requires validation for
effective participation. The goal of enlightening rural women will be

achieved only if women are brought up to a level where they can

participate in all walks of life. The goal of political equality can be

achieved through women’s involvement in the process of
empowerment. The objective of this study is to examine the political

status of women in the local institution of Grama Panchayat in the

Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh in India. 73" Amendment of the
Indian Constitution has been given a space to women to enable them to
participate in the village development through gross root governance. It
is seen in recent local body elections that the huge number of women is
being elected to panchayat institutions. However, it is observed that
lack of leadership is being created various types of problems while
performing their legitimate roles in the public sphere. This paper deals
the poor leadership faced by the women elected representatives from
the coastal area of Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh. The findings
revealed that the political participation of women in the functioning and
the electoral process of panchayats are not satisfactory at the grassroots
democracy. A parochial society and low level of education are
responsible for their inactive participation in the rural local democracy.

Copy Right, LIAR, 2020,. All rights reserved.
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Introduction:-
Women’s leadership is crucial in the effective implementation of any development project. Majority of schemes and

projects fail due to lack of women's involvement in its planning and implementation.

G_endcr. disf:rimination is an ongoing debate worldwide. Women’s participation in politics has been an issue of
discussion in recent years. The dominance of caste, culture and patriarchy has resulted in ignorance among women
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Manuscript Info Abstract
An attempt is made to understand in a comparative perspective, the
Received: XXXOXXXXXXXXXXXX various dynamics involved in the functioning of marginalized women
Final Accepted: xXOOOXXXXXXX in panchayat raj in the context of reservations provided to these
Published: xooxxooooooaas categories under 73" Constitutional Amendment Act 1992. The
Key words>- reservation has been initiated in the country m the back-drop of
Grama  Panchayat,  Marginalized illiteracy, male dominance, and caste predominance, dee_p-rooted
Women, Rural Govemance, cultural beliefs and values. The scholars in different studies pointed out
Participation that the reservation for marginalized women has not been made
remarkable in roads in realizing the democratization of village
governance. A large number of under-privileged women have been got
elected to all tiers of PRI’s through reservation. However, the quality of
participation of women members in these PRI’s is not satisfactory.
Actually, how far they are effective in decision making are a pertinent
question and how far the Schedule caste (SC) and Schedule Tribe (ST)
women participate in the PRI’s. The Study explored the role of
reservation, awareness of Grama Panchayat, powers and functions and
decision making with regard to the functions of S.C and S.T
marginalized women panchayat members at grass roots grama
panchayat governance. It also indicates pertinent  observations
regarding the limited and restricted political space given marginalized
elected women in Grama panchayat politics. The present study is
undertaken in the developed and under-developed mandals of
prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh in India) elected women of
disadvantaged groups from political local body of Grama Panchayat.
Besides, it also suggests suitable measures towards policy formulation
for ensuring effective participation of marginalized women.
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Introduction:-
SC and ST women constitute a lower segment in Indian society. The women are treated as a separate category and

these are faced different problems as compared to other women in our society. The constitutional provisions of
reservation for marginalized women in Panchayat Raj Institutions have given paradoxical results leading to
structural implications. The presence of these deprived groups in the Panchayat system was resisted by traditionally
dominates caste groups in the rural local bodies. The marginalized women are generally under poverty, agriculture
laborers, economically poor, low education and social background, less influence on political power.
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1. Introduction

Poverty is a socio- econo
W fullfill even its basic necessitj

differences are widening .

Petty business plays a important role for the economic
people .In loday's wo
an importan| part of
cconomic developme

cmpowerment of pooe
rid petty business is playing very vital role and they have bevame
the global environment and it is really important toc sustainad
ntand social progress . This business constitute 80 per cent of
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